TYPOLOGICAL PATTERNS IN THE TOPONYMY
OF THE BORSA AREA, MARAMURE § COUNTY

Adelina Emilia MIHALI (PhD candidate)
West University of Timjoara

Abstract

When submitted to analysis, the structure of simes points out, at first, the
use of some obsolete grammatical forms. Secondlyevieals the most frequent
grammatical phenomena. The present study focusedlustrating the typological
patterns we are able to identify in the toponym8oisa, Maramurg County (within
the localities Baga and Moisei). We have grouped the compound topengnseven
distinct categories, according to the morphologi@d syntactical structures
underlying them. The interpretation we provide aitmsdelimit and to discuss in a
parallel the synthetic and analytical forms. On &tleer hand, we point out which
grammatical cases are emphasized by these toporigmis. The analysis on these
toponyms has demonstrated that, in the creati@it®hames, the language structures
are used as well, but, as a significant remarkongms are much more stable than
appellatives (which may disappear from that languag in time, lose their initial
meanings). However, toponyms are also able to presby their existence, linguistic
structures which have been eliminated from theerurstandard language.
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Résumé

L’analyse de la structure des noms de lieux metéeidence d'une part
I'utilisation de certaines formes grammaticalesobétes, et d’autre part les processus
grammaticaux le plus fréquents. La présente étadeoacentre sur l'illustration des
modes typologiques rencontrées dans la toponymie digion de Baa, Maramurg
(dans les localités Bga et Moisei). Les noms topiques composés sont uegsoen
sept catégories, en fonction des structures syquasi et morphologiques qui sont a
leur origine. L'interprétation se propose de dééna la fois un parallélisme entre les
formes synthétiques et analytiques et les cas sgues valorifiés. L'analyse
toponymigque montre que les structures de la larsgue également utilisées dans la
création des noms de lieux, mais on remarque guB®nymes sont plus stables que
les appellatifs (qui peuvent sortir de la langueperdre leur sens au fil du temps), tout
en conservant des structures disparues de la |atgodard.

Mots-clés toponymiestructure modeéle typologiquearallélisme région

Toponymy — all the names of places within a certaipa — mirrors the
relationship between people and the environmergpleéename places according to
what they know, and in doing so they mirror aspettthe social and cultural life of
their original community, and the names thus reffeaticular linguistic elements.

This paper deals with the structure of toponymsoantered in the superior
valley of the Vieu River, in the north-east of Maramgi@ounty. The surveyed area



consists of Bafa and Moisei, villages located on the foot of Manag Mountains
and Rodnei Mountains. Bg@ was attested documentarily in 1353, and at thet it
was mentioned as belonging to the Cuhea estateseioas first attested on the&' pf
February 1365, when the territory was taken awaynfBogdan — who had a falling
out with the king after he had left for Moldaviaand given, together with the other
estates, to Balc and his brothers, with the observahat it was a much older
settlement.

This study focuses on compound toponyms by meangnaéposition, as
composition is the most commonly encountered waithing process in the
toponymy of the Basa area. This category includes names of placesjstorg of two
or more elements that “express a new notion, d@fferffrom the ones conveyed
individually by the component elements'These have a unitary meaning and a
common naming function. The component elements Idkeir functional
independence and they individualise only when reéeto as a unitary phrase.

Compound toponyms are more explicit than the sinoples because the great
number of combinations can lead to a more accudii@racterisation of the
environment, thus becoming more visual and easisgrhember by individuals.

“It is known that as far as microtoponyms are &sned, the more realistically
they portray the characteristics of the objecty th@me, the clearer they become for
the speakers, and they are therefore easy tofiganti locate, thus gaining the ability
to fully subscribe to the general toponymic system”

The most common process is composition, as itlasdvantage of offering a
minute description and important information agémgraphical location, landscape,
shape, size, aspect, age, affiliation, vegetatfamna, and human interventibn
Moreover, this means of word-building is also freqtly used in everyday speech,
and therefore, the toponyms created in this macaere used in any verbal context,
without any alteratiorfs

The classification of compound toponyms can be daneording to the
semantic, morphological or syntactic criteria. Hoee the most popular taxonomy
follows the morphological criterion, to which theensantics and syntax are
subordinated. At the same time, the formal classiibn is also called the
morphosyntactic classificatianThe corpus was grouped into seven structuralstype
combining the patterns given by Vasileétfi&®, Stefan Viovan and Marius Ords

1. noun in the nominative case + noun in the nominata/ case

The number of nouns formed according to this pat®small, but some names
have been recorded.

a)noun in the nominative case + common noun in the munative case:Paraul
Fantang Paraul Frasinel Paradul Netedul din DagsPiatra Ou Valea
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Arsicioara, Valea Brusturj Valea Fantanele Valea Rirosii, Valea Tisia
Varful Grohot Varful Pietriceaua Varful Piciorul Mare

b)noun in the nominative case + proper noun in the mainative case usually
another toponymJgheabul Dely Dealul Stepanlzvorul Dragg, Magura
Galu, Paraul Frasinel Piciorul Lespezi Piciorul Turnu Reu, Saua Stiol,
Taurile NegoiescuToroiaga Boga, Valea NegoiesGWPiatra Negoiescu.

The names from the second subcategory were creats the influence of a
toponymic nucleus, joining the ones from subcatg@jrthat came to be due to the
official administrative system, taken from tourgsthaps or from the official registers
belonging to theDcol Silvic (Forestry Department. The names practically refer to a
creek called=anténa a rock in the shape of an egg, the groove nettteplace called
Delu, etc.

The presence of the enclitic definite article ditgt to the second element
becomes evident, even if this component is a nMaile@ FantaneleValea Tisia
Piciorul Turnu Rou) or a nominalised adjectiv@®@raul Netedul din Dgs

2. noun in the nominative case + noun in the genitivease

This pattern is the most frequent one in the toponyf the superior valley of
the Viseu River, at same time being often used in thertpmy of other areas as well.
Most of the time, it indicates possession, affitiatto an estate, region, area. One can
notice the existence of some subclasses accordintheé meaning of the two
component elements, the presence or absence aftiele,ahe preservation of old
syntactic structures. Therefore, one can identifge subcategories) noun in the
nominative case, usually entopic + anthroponym in the genitive case; b) noun in the
nominative case + toponym in the genitive case; c) noun in the nominative case +
common hamein the genitive case.

a) noun in the nominative case, usually entopic + antbponym in the
genitive case

This subclass includes toponyms that have in theeurctureanthroponyms
(first names, surnames, nicknames) in the genithge, either synthetic or analytic.

a') synthetic genitive with either masculine or feminine articles (anthroponyms
ending in -e or -ea): Calea Meziji Corha Ghiulii Dealul Bidesii Dealul Jurchii
Dealul Ridesii Fantana SferdjiFantana StanchjiParaul Gagii Paraul llei, Paraul
Nicorcii, Preluca Andrelij Preluca Cochii Valea Hojdii Valea Iviscoaiei Valea
Radesii, Valea UncoaieiZipodia Barnii

a®) synthetic genitive with masculine articles: Dealul Silicyului, Paraul
Chiciului, Paraul lanculuj Piatra Buhaiuluj Podul Stirbanului, Preluca Boicului
Stana SasulyiStanele SasulpiTarnira Barsanuluj Valea Fatului, Varful Stirbului,
Varful Ancului

a’) with analytic genitive: Corha lui Friscau, Dealul lui Simon Dosul lui
Balan, Drumul lui Mantz Fantana lui Ritafoi, Gruiul lui Dan, Gura lui Sulaib
Izvorul lui Dragw, Livada lui Horingz, Mdaguricea lui Lazr, Parau lui Gardan
Piciorul lui Hrig, Piscul lui Surdy Podul lui Ciuban Preluca lui Ba&, Preluca lui
lonel, Stana lui Varti¢ Uliza lui Surubug Valea lui CiubanValea lui Negoiesgu

a®) nouns in the plural in the genitive case: Dealul Polenilor Valea
Cusatenilor, Valea Polenilor Ulira Pintenilor, Ulira Béarcotenilor Ulira

8 Oros, 1996, p. 179.



Brandisinilor.

b) noun in the nominative case (locative appellative} toponym in the
genitive case

This subcategory includes names of places whosgi@newas influenced by
other toponyms. These can be:

b') smple: Cascada Cailor Cheile Bistricioarej Ciunga Bildsanii, Ciungii
Balaséanii, Dealul Moiseiuluj Dealul Mquiului, Dealul Sicelului, Fara Munceluluj
Fara Pietrosuluj Fruntea Birului, Fundul Luncij lzvorul Cailor, Izvorul Nedeii
Jgheabul Agirei, Lacul Magurii, Muntele Cailor Obéaria Taslei, Paraul Birtului,
Paraul Prelucilor, Piatra Arsizei, Piatra Baifii, Preluca Iz Preluca Migurii, Runcu
Stiolului, Saua Galaiului, Saua Lapteluj Tarnifa Balaséanii, Valea Purdrerului,
Valea Sedturii, Valea Vjeului, Varful Deluului, Varful Feii;

b2) compound: Dosul \iii Ivascoaiei Fundul \ii lvascoaiei Gura \iii
Pdrosii, Jgheabul ii Parosii, Podul \iii Rele

c) noun in the nominative case + common name in the gidve case

In this subcategory there are many toponyms whesensl element refers to
fauna, flora, geographic features that cannot lemtifled as toponyms as such,
animals, individuals identified by their nationag, jobs in the surveyed ardBuza
Dealului, Capul Munteluj Coasta Plaiului Culmea Jneajnului, Dealul \Vacarului,
Dealul Bouluj Dealul Ciresului, Dealul Rogozulyi Gura Biii, lzvorul Fagilor,
Izvorul Fantanij Izvorul Ricurii, Izvorul Stanij Jgheabul Ttarilor, Paraul Hoitului
Paraul Morii, Paraul Ponoruluj Paraul Popasulyi Paraul Sforacelor Preluca
Cerbului Ulira Maosului, Valea Babij Valea BorcutuluiValea Bouluj Valea Caselar
Valea Colibilor, Valea Florilor, Valea Furuluj Valea Morii Valea Pecijnei Valea
Tarcurilor, Varful Zimbrului.

Vasile Fatila® draws attention to the fact that this last catggsrdifficult to
separate from the class of toponyms that consisés @ppellative and a toponym in
the genitive case. The last category definiteljyudes toponyms based on oikonyms
or hydronyms, but it is difficult to establish tohigh of the two types belong the
toponyms with the second element deriving from aative appellative Ruza
Dealului). Moreover, there are names that can either bedbas appellatives, usually
animals in the mountain regions, or on anthropongneountered in the areayvorul
Ursului, Paraul Ursului

There are situations in which the form in the geeitase is used as the same
time as the structureoun in the nominative case + noun in the nomimatasefor
the same geographic featutevorul Dragg/ Izvorul lui Dragg; Valea Tisia/ Valea
Tisei Valea Tisij Valea Negoiescu/Valea lui Negoiesdihere are cases when the
toponym formed following the pattern illustratedtive a®) subclass is also used with
the structureanthroponym in the nominative case with an arti@®ealul lui loasi/
loasa.

The first elements of compound toponyms in the tgenicase are usually
common nouns. However, there are structures wheopep names Buhiiescu
Pietrosulu) or other nominalised parts of speech (adjectigesadverbs):Dosul
Munceluluj Stanga Birului are the first elements.

The use of synthetic genitive both with femininel anasculine anthroponyms,

° Oros, 1996, 182.



not only for masculine names of persons endinegjror -ea (Paraul Gagii Valea
Hojdii), in parallel with the analytic forms for the maboe (Gruiul lui Dan) is
noticed. Therefore, the articlai, usually proclitic, is attached to the anthropoiym
theme:Dealul Silicyului, Podul Stirbanului, Tarniza Barsanuluj Paraul Chiciuluj
etc.

Gh. Bolocal’ considers that the anthroponymic forms of the igadarticle
attached to a Christian name or surnaB@dului, lancului) can be viewed as archaic.
However, the names that are based on professiomislorames that refer to physical
defects §tirbului), due to the fact that they are based on appeativhich are
presumed to have accompanied anthroponyms at &erdane, are not considered
archaic.

The large number of toponyms that follow the patteoun in the nominative
case + noun in the genitive case explained by the fact that locative names are
connected to people, places, regions, and by ubmgenitive case, certain relations
are established. In the case of toponyms that hawecond elements anthroponyms,
the genitive case indicates possession, illusgatire relationships between people,
and the environment. Most of the times, anthropagxtend and denote geographic
features, areas, places that belong to estates.Mdzalyi de Apa, in a footnote for
Diplome maramurgene (footnote 6 for the paper from 1451), mentionst tha
“mountains are often named after the estates toctwithey pertain, such as:
Apsanescy Barsanescy Vadanescy Brehinescuy etc; after owners:Budescu
Jurcescy Mihaescy Groapa Giulii Burlaia’**. When the second elements are
toponyms, it becomes a question of subordinatitatioms, of “encompassing”, where
the first element is in fact a component of theoselt.

Therefore, the genitive case indicatpessession: Dealul Jurchii Livada lui
Horinca, Piatra Buhaiuluj Preluca lui lonel geographical location: Capul Muntelu;
Fruntea Bipului, Fara Munceluluj Gura \iii Parogii; features, constitutive elements:
Obarsia Té&slei, Paraul Fagilor, Paraul Hoitului Valea Borcutulyi destination:
Dealul Vacarului, Jgheabul Mraticilor, Preluca CerbuluiValea Boului

3. noun in the nominative case + preposition + noun

In the toponymy of the superior valley of thes&li River, the structuneoun in
the nominative case preposition + nounis not frequent. Here are the registered
examplesizvorul cu fagii(used concomitantly with the structure in the tjeeicase,
Izvorul fagilor), Tarniza la Cruce Ulira de Piatii and a toponym used with a
compound prepositiorPreluca de sub Piadr (which is also used with the simple
preposition sub/under Preluca sub Piatf). Therefore, the prepositiou/with
indicates, in the first example, a feature of thgect or place, also a characteristic of
the prepositiorde/of as in the examplelira de piatei. The simple prepositioria/at
and sub/undey together with the compound prepositide sub/from underexpress
geographic positions, offering clues for spatiatiotation.

4. noun + adjective

This is an important category because the detersiiraffer valuable
information as to the characteristics of the geplgia features they name or the

YDTRQ 1993, p. 59.
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geographic environment where they are situated. @&kemples | have recorded
contain adjectives without articleBistrira Aurie Dealul FrumosGruiu Lung lzvorul
Mare, Izvorul Negruy Izvorul Riu, Magura Mare Paraul Mic, Paraul Rece Paraul
Rosu, Piatra Alhi, Piatra Neagt, Piatra Rea Piatra Rgie, Piatra Scrig, Preluca
Lungi, Preluca Reie, Sforacu Mare Tau Muced Turnu Rgu, Taslisoara Mare
Taslisoara Micz, Valea ReaVarful Piciorul Mare

Because of the existence in the same area of twgraghic features whose
names are part of the same semantic group, thenidetr (expressed by an adjective)
differentiates them according to size, age, qualityportant aspects of community
life: Buluziescu Mare Buhiiescu Mic Negoiasa MargeNegoiasa Mig, Tomnaticul
Mare, Tomnaticul Mi¢ Zanoaga Mare Zinoaga Mici.

There are also structures that contain adjectimds@ponymsizvorul Albastru
al 1zei, Piscul Mic al Ceranelului. Both adjectives refer to a quality of the plakce.
the first example, the reference is made to thentpof origin of thelza River,
considered a natural reserve, and hints at thedrkeen shade of the karst spring, one
of the tributaries of thdza River. In the second example, the adjective adds a
reference to the size/height of the object denoted

The determiner takes over the function of indivickadion. “The class of
adjectives has as an essential distinct charatitetti® subordination to nouns, whose
semantic expansion is limited by the act of briggpecific information to the
nominal group formed for naming purposes, inforomatihat is meant to decisively
individualise and that was taken from the geogmaphisocio-economic reality of the
community™®. The adjectives identified in the structure of dopms from the
surveyed area are originally primary, underivedeetyes @urie/golden mare/big
mic/small frumos/beautifyl negru/clack alb/white rosu/red, verde/greenrau/bad,
adverbs repedé or that come from participlesdrisz/written).

5. noun + preposition + adverb

In the toponymy of the superior valley of thes&a River, this category is not
provided with many examples. Here are the five mé®od toponyms that follow this
pattern:Colbu din Dos Colbu din Fag, Lunca de Syd.unca din JosPéaraul Netedu
din Dos The adverbs accompanied by prepositions, perfartiie syntactic function
of modifier, indicates the spatial location of tiienoted object in relation to altitude
(din jos/from downde sus/from Upor cardinal pointsdin dos/from behinddin
faralfrom the fron). The prepositiomin jos/from dowmnefers to the part of the village
downstream, andin sus/from upupstream. Concerning the compound prepositions
din dos/from the bagklin fata/from the front lordan states:

“...the appearance of these locative determineduésto a geographical fact,
namely the position of most of the Romanian moustaind hills in respect to the
cardinal points. Becauskya/front refers to the part that faces the sun, therefore
dos/backrefers to the opposite sidé”

The two terms can be found in the toponymy of tiilages of Bosa and
Moisei, especially as nouns with article®ogul/the Back Fara/the Fronj,

B visovan, 2008, p. 315.
14 |ordan, 1963, p. 138.



accompanied by a determiner or as an independ@ainym. The examples are,
therefore, antithetic structures.

In the surveyed area, the identified structureseap@ained by the geographic
nature of the region: the settlements are locatediwer valleys, surrounded by
mountains.

6. common noun + numeral

These structures are quite rarely found in toponyiityere were only two
examples in the surveyed areBroaca Intdj Troaca a Doua In this case, the
numerals have the syntactic function of modifier.

7. preposition + noun

This pattern is often encountered in the creatidntaponyms, because
prepositions can mislead: “a series of semantimees which refer directly to the
spatial location of different geographic featuraswhich are a result of man’s
intervention in the natural environmeht”

These constructions require the existence of détems) which function as
modifiers. The structures following the pattgmeposition + nourwere developed as
a result of the elimination of determinef{s)

Three patterns can be identified in the structuUreanpound toponymsa)
preposition + common name; b) preposition + anthroponym; c) preposition +
toponym.

a) common noun preceded by a preposition

The use of the following prepositions can be reatic

« in/in, which indicates the spatial location of an objéctCleje Tn Gar, In
Garle, In Zipodie The toponymin Gara refers to the inhabited area from around the
former train station, the element best known byrtigenbers of the community.

« Intre/between, which indicates the location of an element betwago
other close elementktre Mdaguri, Intre Rauri Intre Vaduri la/at, which refers to the
place where an object is marked in such a manneassto make its reference
understood by all the members of the communityCioroi, La Cirey, La Colibi, La
Comoatri, La Cuptor La Fantanj La Grasi, La Jgheabla Pir, La Podine La Pomj
La Rapi, La SanatoriyLa Tau, La \Vararii ; langa/next toindicates the closeness to an
object known in the community:ang: Api; pe/on refers to the location of an object
on a surfacePe Coasi, Pe JgheabPe Mociv, Pe Moini, Pe Pod Pe Prund Pe
Stanjte, Pe Ses Pe Tarnia; peste/overrefers to the location in close proximity of
another known objecPeste Ap, Peste DrumPeste Linie

b)  anthroponyms preceded by prepositions

The toponyms created following this pattern are wety numerous in the
surveyed area. The prepositiladat, in this context, indicates the owner or the land.
Most of the times, the anthroponyms are nicknantegraup names, thus indicating
the inheritance of that land and of the nicknanhighe anthroponym is still used
nowadays in the communityza Bascd, La Basa, La Chitg, La Hage La Rapi, La
Pinteni La BarcotenjLa Petrea Bchii;

c) toponyms accompanied by prepositions

Locative names formed following the patte@reposition + toponyngive the

15 visovan, 2008, p. 310.
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spatial location of the denoted object in relattonanother that is known to the
members of the community. Structures that use thaepositions have been
identified: dupi/behind Dupd Mdagurice in/in: In Cotroape In 1za, Tn Vi, In Znidz;
la/at: La Rau, La Zinoagi; pe/on Pe Faa, Pe Vingoru; sub/under Sub Migura, Sub
Réapa din JosSub Réapa din SuSub TroianSub Troieng

The prepositiordupi/behind in the same manner as the preposisob/undey
indicates the act of relating to a better knowneob)j following the criterion of
closeness and that of altitude. All the mentiortegcsures are in the accusative case.

In Introducerein the DTRG’, Gh. Bolocan mentions that toponyms based on
anthroponyms accompanied by the prepositibrism and pe/on can also be used
without prepositions — their meaning remains ungedn— hence prepositions are
considered a component of names. Therefore, thidiem simple toponyms. The
linguist believes that the toponyms that follow thatternpreposition + word or
groups of wordsare not structurally independent because some eh tban be
replaced with a word that is not accompanied byepgsition. Thus, Bolocan includes
them in a separate category, calling thespere toponimice/ toponymic points of
reference.

As it has been shown, among the three fields —c#bxianthroponymic,
toponymic — from which toponyms originate, therasinterdependence relationship
because appellatives are the basis for toponynasthease can generate group names
or can contain anthroponyms or other toponyms éir tstructure. The main resource
of the toponymic and anthroponymic system is théslef a language, be it a high
variety or a dialect.

In the toponymy of the superior valley of thes® River, most of the toponyms
come from appellatives. As it is a mountain areaalive appellatives are frequent.
For example, the wordeal/ hill is encountered thirty timessarf/ peakis found
twenty-three timesmagura/ hill is in encountered in ten namgseluai/meadowis
found in twenty-five names.

Appellatives emphasize the characteristics of dittmmal folk mentality, of
man’s relationship with the environment. Common earhat have become toponyms
cannot fall under only one grammatical categorythay have elements that pertain to
the grammatical categories of nouns, adjectivemanals and adverbs. Prepositions
have the role of indicating possession, affiliatorposition.

When it comes to toponyms, it is necessary to paminitthe grammatical cases
that are usedhe nominativeespecially for primary toponyms, but also for times
created following this pattermoun in the nominative case + noun in the nomimativ
case noun + adjectivenoun + numeralthe accusative, for locative names created
following this patternpreposition + nounnoun + preposition + noums determiner,
noun + preposition + adverbthe genitive, for anthroponymic or toponymic
determiners or common nouns in the struchoen in the nominative case + noun in
the genitive place

The high frequency of anthroponyms illustrates tiiaglitional naming system
based on social relations and ownership. It habetanentioned that many of the
encountered anthroponyms in the toponymy of theeyed area are also used today,
some of them as last namédso{da, Pintea Simon), others as nickname8&rcotz,

"DTRO, 1993, p. 15-16.



Brandis Chiciu, Stirbu). Moreover, Boga keeps alive a traditional naming system by
means of nicknames. A reason for this is the higlgufency of certain last names
(Mihali, Timis, Roman Sterco, Danci), and therefore the identification function is
performed by the nicknames (usually describing ysiglal defect or a negative trait)
which have lost their negative aspect. Many anthmgms are old, mentioned in
historical documents as names of estate owners, Bised on the examples given, it
is safe to infer that the toponymy of Barand Moisei has a great derivative and
compositional variety. Grammatical conversion i®qgfrent in the creation of
toponyms because of the nominalised adjectives.

The toponymy of the surveyed area emphasizes tbe tifeat the internal
processes and structures of a language are valbed mew place names are created,
however it still has great stability, preservingustures that have disappeared from the
standard language.
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